2 www.employmentnews.gov.in

Employment News 27 April - 3 May 2024

Encouraging and Empowering
Entrepreneurship in Medical Technology

n accordance with the

Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, India acknow-
ledges the right of every
individual to a standard of living
conducive to health and well-
being, including access to
necessities like food, shelter,
medical care, and social
services. Article 21 of the Indian
Constitution guarantees the
Fundamental Right to Life and
Personal Liberty, inherently
encompassing the right to health
for a life of dignity. Furthermore,
India's Directive Principles of
State Policy, outlined in Articles
38, 39, 42, 43, and 47, place a
ciear obligation on the state to
ensure the effective realisation
of the right to health safe-
guarding the welfare of its
citizens.

Moreover, the vision outlined
in  the United Nations
Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs), particularly Target 3.8,
underscores the shared commit-
ment of nations to making
healthcare accessible and
affordable. Yet, achieving this
ambitious objective, particularly
in a nation as diverse and
dynamic as India, poses a
significant challenge. The solu-
tion lies in leveraging the
transformative power of the
Medical Technology (MedTech)
sector.

Harnessing the Potential
of MedTech

As a growing segment of the
Indian economy, the MedTech
industry holds promise not only
for innovation but also for
expanding access to quality
healthcare. However, it grapples
with challenges like fragmen-
tation and heavy reliance on
imports, hindering its full poten-
tial. While meeting immediate
needs, these dependencies risk
undermining our long-term goal
of a self-reliant heaithcare eco-
system grounded in principles
like availability, accessibility,
acceptability, and quality. India's
aspiration to emerge as a global
leader in medical technology
innovation is underscored by
initiatives aimed at bolstering
indigenous manufacturing, re-
search, and development, fos-
tering an environment conducive
to innovation.

Yet, as with any transformative
journey, challenges abound. The
MedTech sector's evolution
demands a holistic approach -
one that combines the resources
and expertise of government,
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vators in the medical technology
sector. Through a multifaceted
approach encompassing stra-
tegic interventions, regulatory
guidance, technology evalua-
tions, and comprehensive Health

regulatory compliance. MedTech
Mitra is headquartered at ICMR,
with the ICMR-Medical Device
and  Diagnostics  Mission
Secretariat (MDMS) playing a
central role as the key facilitator.

Policies and Guidelines
DHR-Centre for guidelines for providing evidence-based

guidelines for healthcare in India.

ICMR Medical Device & Diagnostic Mission Secretariat fMDMS)
under the guidnnca of MITI Aayng -Atal Innovation Mission.
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* ICMR Institutes,

Key Facilitator

Pre-clinical Evaluation

= State-of-the-art facilities with established capabilities for
pre-clinical studies.
* ICMR-National Animal Resource Facllity for Biomedical
Research,Hyderabad.
* ICMR-DHR-Large Animal House Facility at AMTZ.

academia, industry, and start-
ups. The lack of technical
guidance, awareness on evolv-
ing regulations, funding oppor-
tunities, suitable testing labs,
manufacturing partner(s} and
sporadic information dissemi-
nation are not mere roadblocks;
they are rallying points, urging us
to recalibrate our strategies and
intensify our efforts.
MedTech Mitra: A Colla-
borative Venture

Despite the myriad challenges
in the MedTech sector, India's
startup ecosystem boasts of a
wealth of innovators and entre-
preneurs eager to tap into the

MedTech Mitra:

vast potential of the sector. In
response, ICMR's MedTech
Mitra platform aims to support
these individuals, positioning
itself as the linchpin of India's
burgeoning MedTech revolution.
This collaborative initiative, led
by MNITI Aayog, the Indian
Council of Medical Research
(ICMR), and the Central Drugs
Standard Control Organisation
(CDSCO), recognises the intri-
cate landscape of challenges
and opportunities. More than just
a facilitation cell, MedTech Mitra
represents a movement dedi-
cated to nurturing, guiding, and
amplifying the voices of inno-

Technology Assess-ments,
MedTech Mitra endeavours to
propel India's MedTech revo-
lution forward. Beyond providing
mere transactional support, its
vision includes fostering
partnerships with stakeholders.
With support from ICMR's
Medical Device & Diagnostic
Mission Secretariat (MDMS),
along with the WNationwide
Clinical Site Network INTENT
and  knowledge  partners,
MedTech Mitra aims to address
the challenges faced by
innovators  throughout  the
product development journey,
from ideation to achieving

Key Highlights

Foster engineer-clinician colla-
boration for innovation and indi-
genous product development.

Bridge the gap between lab
prototypes and functional proto-
types at the grassroots level.
Promote entrepreneurship
among innovators in the medical
technology sector.

Indian Clinical Trial and
Education Network (INTENT)
collaborates with ICMR institutes
to provide technical guidance and
infrastructure for evaluating the
safety and efficacy of products
under investigation within the
MedTech Mitra initiative.

Provide guidance and support to
promising innovations at the
grassroots level,

Facilitate mentorship and connect
innovators with networks of
incubators.

Ensure access to accredited labs for
required testing of prototypes.

Conduct pre- |Incorporate
compliance gap market-ready
analysis and technologies into
identify areas healthcare centers
for regulatory = at various levels.

compliance.

Formulate regulatory strategies in
collaboration with Central Drugs
Standard Control Organisation
(CDSCO).

Assess the cost-effectiveness and
technical efficacy of market-ready
technologies through Health Techno-
logy Assessment (HTA). !
Lead the HTA process with support
from the Department of Health
Research (DHR) Government of Indla

Develop guidelines based on
evidence-based synthesis to

getsuotieontio e A sconyElons
Provide

technical guidance and
necessary infrastructure, including
approved pre-clinical and clinical sites,
for evaluating safety and efficacy of
products under investigation.

Collaborate with Andhra Pradesh
MedTech Zone (AMTZ), Bureau of
Indian Standards (BIS), and other
stakeholders to advance technologies
and ensure regulatory compliance.
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Dr, Rajiv Bahl
DG, ICMR

What is the concept behind
MedTech Mitra?

The healthcare landscape in
India demands indigenous,
efficient and cost-effective
solutions. MedTech startups
offer exciting opportunities and
despite being supported by
various government policies
and schemes, their very high
failure rate was worrisome.
MedTech Mitra was envisioned
as a highway for the MedTech
innovators with personalised
handholding at every step,
including the pre-clinical and
clinical evaluation, regulatory
strategy and uptake, jointly by
ICMR and CDSCO under the
guidance of Niti Aayog with
wholehearted support from
several knowledge partners.

What are key expectations
from the MedTech Mitra
initiatives?

MedTech Mitra will empower
the startups to ensure a higher
success rate and accelerate
the development of regulation-
compliant Indian MedTech
innovations to achieve the goal
of self-reliant and affordable
healthcare.

How will the common man
benefit from this initiative?

The common man will be the
greatest beneficiary of the
more effective, affordable and
accessible healthcare facilities
leading to better health
outcomes and of the creation of
new jobs in the healthcare
sector.

Do you think this initiative
will be sustainable?

MedTech Mitra was launched
on 25th Dec 2023, the 'Good
Governance Day’. The
overwhelming response of the
MedTech innovators with more
than 200 applicants in last 4
months and their encouraging
feedback of the personalised
hand-holding and prompt
solutions to their challenges
are  evidence to the

sustainability of the initiative.

Contributed by: Science
Media Communication Cell,
CSIR-NIScPR, New Delhi.




www.rojgarsamachar.gov.in

R WA 27 T - 3 HE 2024

ﬁﬁa—c\mﬁa‘lﬁa—ﬁ‘ a= | IAfHar =6t

-q-raﬁmffﬁwhﬂwﬁm
[, A TR e

ot s, amem, fafrem Tvm
e wEtEs dmel S
e K T i e i o

HRA T TS 21 e

Al @ g w8, i @

sl st o 6 B A W ;

7RI e, 7 b e,

Qi i snefaeie veree S
W wAT A s e
IO I A R A S
el PR, sEEaE o
LA (e A ol S i
AT ) W A R T R

greaTET 3 e et

T T T i AR Tafren Y 4w 4 e =

o o, Pl ot o = R ST ] T W, T AR
Wmﬂ%m%ﬁﬂ [NNOVATIONS o ol 3% AT o e aEe
e o T g A T | UNLOCKED ey gy

-
T 3 e S # fore T st R

tation ) hr st Tz ﬁ@ '_ '_'

oA T T A w e A w A
Faferdi w1 wrwEn e € s A,

-smmmﬁ. SEEIR "lfm ke A st v
TEHMT : Wk WEHeeh  fipfm v (COSCO) % Fye i
EGL] e S o A oy oy () F A R

H e o oyt AR e S T ¥ s e T (R A T
i O O s O e i o i v, s =

(g ) Aetenfe e o e W i

W A & R [CMR Her! &
T T w5

e e ol R W e
 fee, e s s S e

: 'mﬁ_mnmmaﬁtmﬁm‘r mm#mwﬁmhﬂmmm)—%w
TP F e | e, | HTA Y %1 AT W

w Em T TR FeE e
T A T TR FRT A % A
G O T B Tl
T ICMR's F &, e 1CMR-
wEEE (MDMS) 56 T99
e & H e st P

T A W 25 e, 2023w
e fer o e e
st 4wl A 200 W osfiem
AR W oA Hedw g )
e i s s g
fierr wfegerTe e A i e
TR S Wi e W

| feeree @ o
amraEEat o awEw vt

HAFHIE e, CSIR-NIScPR,

| fch,




