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Dr Pramod Yeole, Vice-Chancellor of Dr Babasaheb Ambedkar Marathwada University inaugurating the conference

T

HE Indian Association for Science Fiction Studies®,
Bangalore (IASFS), Indian Science Fiction Writers
Association, Ayodhya (ISFWA), Marathi Vidnyan
Parishad, Mumbai (MVP), Marathwada Shikshan Prasarak
Mandal, Aurangabad (MSP) and Deogiri Institute of
Engineering and Management (DIEM) joined with the host
Mukthananda College, Gangapur, Aurangabad District,
in organizing the 18th Science Fiction Conference at
Aurangabad, Maharashtra during 10-11 January 2020.
While Dr Madhusudan N. Sarnaik and Dr Balaji A.
Navale welcomed the gathering, Dr.Srinarahari, SecretaryGeneral, IASFS displayed how the growth of science
fiction (SF) has taken place after the second wave of Indian
SF from the sixties of the twentieth century. He briefed
about the conference theme, “Science and Science Fiction:
Interdisciplinary and Multidisciplinary Perspective”
and also highlighted how the genre has influenced other
branches of knowledge in their futuristic vision.
Dr Pramod Yeole, Vice-Chancellor of Dr Babasaheb
Ambedkar
Marathwada
University,
Aurangabad
inaugurated the Conference by lighting a lamp. Speaking
on the occasion the VC pointed out the positive impact of
Science and Technology in the life of the common man in
the street. Being a Professor of Pharmaceutical Sciences for
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thirty-two years, he cited a number of instances to explain
how the theme was relevant in the current context to churn
out solutions for many complex issues. He called for the
translation of global works to the vernacular and regional
languages to enable the local people to know the current
trends in this direction.
Dr Arvind Mishra, Secretary, ISFWA spoke about the
association and its activities explaining how the association
could provide a platform for the Hindi writers to publish
their works regularly in Vignyan Katha magazine.
Mr Mohanrao Savant, Member of the Executive
Council, and Mr Deshmukh
College Development
Committee of MSP joined the dignitaries while releasing the
peer-reviewed – online and print version of International
Science Journal during the inaugural session.
In his keynote address Mr A.P. Deshpande, honorary
Secretary of MVP traced the development of the genre
from the times of the Vedas, the Ramayana and the
Mahabharata. He traced the contributions of the British,
and the boom in the growth of the genre in the American
continent. He also pointed out how the MVP could conduct
the short story writing competitions during the seventies
and how the writers in Marathi could align themselves to
the emerging trends of popularizing science and science

fiction along with stalwarts like Jayant
Narlikar, Bal Phondke and others.
He gave an account of the growth
of the genre in other vernacular
languages like Hindi, Bengali, Kannada,
Malayalam, and Tamil. He mentioned It
Happened Tomorrow (1993) edited by
Bal Phondke and the selection of Laxman
Londhe’s “Einstein the Second” as the
best Indian Science Fiction story from the
sub-continent as proof of a global flavor
in Indian SF works. The impact could be
seen in the present day with 120 Marathi
Science Fiction Writers publishing SF
stories in 400 magazines every year.
Professor of astronomy at the
University of Wyoming, USA, Michael
Brotherton, who is a Science Fiction
writer and editor of anthologies, gave a
video talk on the “Synergies of Science
and Science Fiction”. He remarked that
Science and SF are complementary to each
other. Quoting Carl Sagan he conveyed
that science is a way of thinking rather
than a body of knowledge. He also quoted
Albert Einstein who said that imagination
is more important than knowledge. Citing
the idea of flying cars, he demonstrated
how telescope, spacecraft, and the time
machine are interconnected. He said that
science requires speculation as much as
skepticism.
In a plenary session, Dr Ashok Thorat,
Director, Center for Digital Humanities,
Pune, explained the concept and scope of
SF and highlighted how it can encompass
humanities, science and other branches of knowledge.
He brought out the point how Science Fiction and Digital
Humanism go hand in hand in their methodology.
Dr Arvind Mishra speaking on Indian SF scenario
highlighted how the social media has provided a platform
to unite every writer in the genre and interact over a
particular topic in recent days.
Mr Harish Yadav presented a paper on “Magic and
Mentalism in Science Fiction” where he dealt with the
definition of SF, magic, mentalism, and magic in SF in
print and movies.
Speaking on the occasion of the birth centenary
celebration of Isaac Asimov, Dr Srinarahari drew out a
few anecdotes from the life of Asimov and focused on
his Science Fiction works. He spoke about the foundation
series and robot novels and their culmination in the novel
Robots and Empire (1995). In fact, the Oxford English
Dictionary acknowledges Asimov for his coinage of the
terms: the Three Laws of Robotics; Positronic Brain; and
Psychohistory.

Mr Harish Yadav during his mentalism show

Dr Arvind Mishra addressing the gathering

Concluding his talk he explained that the Indian
Association for Science Fiction Studies®, Bangalore, was
established on the birthday of Isaac Asimov on 2 January
1998. Now, the institution is celebrating its 22nd year of
establishment. Asimovian topics were chosen by many
scholars in presenting their papers during the last 18
Science Fiction Conferences held in India. This is a tribute
to the great giant of Science Fiction.
Apart from the presentation of one hundred and thirty
papers by the participants, there was a magic show entitled
“SF & Mentalism” by Harish Yadav.
The 19th Science Fiction Conference will be organized
by the Bangalore University in collaboration with IASFS,
ISFWA and others during 5-7 October 2020 at Bangalore.
Report and photos by Dr Srinarahari, Secretary-General, Indian Association for Science Fiction Studies,
# A 107, DS MAX Signature, LKR Nagar, Devinagar,
Near Aadhar Office, Bangalore–560094, Karnataka.
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