On the demand of our esteemed readers we have introduced this |
column to disseminate information on the introduction of new plants,
- under-utilized plants and cultivation practices of plants suitable for

wastelands and other regions. ,

The information shall be contributed articles by authors or compiled |

by editors. Contribution of articles by plant growers with cultural
k: practices, seed source and economics are solicited.
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Andrographis paniculata
Wall. ex Nees (Family-Acanthaceae)
English-Green chiretta, kalmegh;
Hindi-Kalamegh, kalpanath, kirayat;
Kannad-Nelaberu; Malayalam-Nilaveppu,
Kiriyatta; sSanskrit-Bhunimbah,
kiratatiktah; Tamil-Nilavempu; Telugu—
Nelavemu.

The plant is found throughout the

India and grows wild as under shrub in
tropical, moist and deciduous forests. It
is an erect, branched annual herb, 0.3 m
to 0.9 m in height with quadrangular
branches, leaves simple, lanceolate, acute
at both ends, glabrous, main nerves 4-6

pairs, flowers small, pale but blotched and ~ &

spotted with brown and purple distant in
lax spreading axillary and terminal
racemes or panicles, calyx-lobes glandular
pubescent, anthers bearded at the base;
fruits linear capsules, acute at both ends;
seeds numerous, yellowish brown.
Kalmegh is widely used in
Ayurveda, Unani, Siddha, Homeopathy and
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other systems of medicines. The whole
plant is bitter, acrid, cooling, laxative,
antipyretic, antiperiodic, anti-
inflammatory, expectorant, depurative,
sudorific, anthelmintic, digestive and
stomachic. It is useful in hyperdipsia,
burning sensation, wounds, ulcers,
chronic fever, malaria and intermittent and
vitiated condition of pitra.
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Cultivation

It is a hardy plant and can be
grown in any type of soil - sandy soil to
clay soil. It comes up well in tropical and
subtropical region, all over India.
Propagation can be done by seeds and
vegetative methods but in commercial
cultivation seed sowing is ideal. About




400-500 g seeds are required for a
hectare.

The land should be prepared well
by repeated ploughing followed by
planking. FYM 20 tonnes/ha or green
manure gives good result in plant growth.
Direct sowing has been found good for
this plant. The sowing can be done in rainy
season by broadcasting method as well as
row sowing. The distance between plant-

to-plant and row-to-row should be 15 x
15 cm.

It is cultivated as a rain fed crop

but in the disturbance in rainfall, 3 - 4

irrigation required. It is herbaceous plant
so the field should be free from weed. It

pest and disease.

After 120 days of sowing and
formation of fruit, the plant should be
harvested. After uprooting the plant, it

Harvested Kalmegh
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should be dried in the sun for two days
and then in the shade. Properly dried
material should be packed in laminated
gunny bags. On the bags, the date of
harvesting and the date of packing should
be mentioned. The material should be
stored in dark, airy and moisture free
covered place. The average vield of whole
plant is about 2.5 tonnes/ha.

(.

etc. should be avoided. The crude drug
rates in the market are Rs.15-20 per Kg.
Seed Production

The healthy plants should be left
in the field for seed production. When the
capsule become mature then it should be

picked and seeds are removed. The seed
should be kept in open sun for complete

During transportation  drying and then stored in airtight container
contamination by oil, acids, chemicals, ~ for future sowing.
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